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Our goal is to not just return Sigma Chi to Michigan 
State, but to create the preeminent chapter on campus, 
lift MSU’s entire Greek system, and re-establish Gamma 
Psi as a leading chapter across all of Sigma Chi. 

Gamma Psi brother David Sbraccia ’99 and I attended 
Sigma Chi’s Province Workshop at Hillsdale College in 
February. The workshop was led by Grand Praetors 
Chris Nyers (W-MI) and Sam McLure (E-MI), and 
attended by chapters from across Michigan. Here, we 
were brought current on Sigma Chi news and industry 
trends. 

It was an honor to meet a group of such fine young 
men that embrace and practice the ideals, values and 
standards of Sigma Chi. I attended three of five 
breakout sessions where chapter leaders discussed 
matters such as: ritual, finance, recruitment, managing 
brother behavior, and others. These sessions were led 
by Sigma Chi alumni expert in their fields.  

What was most exciting was learning of the many 
leadership programs now offered under Sigma Chi. I 
was par t i cu la r l y impressed by S igma Ch i ’s 
groundbreaking leadership program titled, Sigma Chi 
Leadership Institute (SCLI). This program is designed to 
develop future leaders who embody the skills that are 
demanded by today’s workforce and our world. 

SCLI has been so well received, in December it was 
selected as a candidate for academic accreditation by 
the Middle States Association Commission on 
Elementary and Secondary Schools, and it was featured 
in Forbes Magazine. 

As we advance our efforts to recolonize Gamma Psi of 
Sigma Chi, we will be tapping into the skills,  passion, 
and resources of Gamma Psi alumni and Sigma Chi 
brothers from across the globe. We should take comfort 
by the flood of offers to support from past Grand 
Praetors, other Alumni Chapters, and our partnership 
with Sigma Chi Headquarters and its representatives. 

As we exit the darkest period in our chapter’s history, 
we should be encouraged by how bright our future is. 
The fraternal experience and value we will offer will be 
second to none. 

Proud to be a Sig. 
. 

Mike Stout ’83 
Gamma Psi Alumni Communications Chair 
mstout@i3-Marketing.com | (952) 239-3943 
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There have been several noticeable new moves by national Greek-letter organizations that point toward a bright future 
focused on career-readiness and job outcomes. 

Sigma Chi recently announced a new leadership development program with stackable certificates designed to 
“develop transformational leaders who embody the skills demanded by our workforce and world.” The organization 
is currently pursuing accreditation as an educational institution offering these stackable credentials. 

To read the entire article, click here or visit: https://www.forbes.com/sites/brandonbusteed/2021/01/16/from-beers-to-
careers-the-new-value-proposition-of-fraternity/?sh=4706e9a61431

From Beers To Careers: The New  
Value  Proposition of Fraternity
By Brandon Busteed

Men’s and women’s fraternities have certainly been involved in plenty of controversy 
over the years. Much of it linked to alcohol-fueled behaviors and the lasting linkage to 
the legend of “Animal House.” But fraternity leaders are now eyeing new strategies that 
may forever shift their value proposition from the historical connection with beer, 
alcohol and partying to a modern one focused on career, work preparation and job 
outcomes. 

Research does indeed suggest that membership in a fraternity or sorority increases the 
likelihood of graduates both feeling more prepared for life after college and being more 
engaged in their work later. So there’s already some historical context for fraternities and 
sororities as engines for strong career outcomes.

Fraternities and sororities may soon be viewed as career-readiness hubs.
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Brothers of Sigma Chi - Gamma Psi Chapter, 

Sigma Chi is the premier men’s fraternal organization on the planet – bar none. We owe that success to an incredible 
history and heritage which has been continuously built upon since 1855 when seven young men identified an injustice in 
the world and set out to correct it by living a life of purpose framed through the universal and timeless principles of 
Friendship, Justice and Learning. 
  
Since that infamous day on June 28, 1855, Sigma Chi has initiated 358,934 
members (as of this writing) across more than 300 chapters and through 
167 years. Our total living membership is 267,834 men – with just over 
14,000 of those men currently occupying our 235 collegiate chapters.  

  

Let’s put that in perspective for a moment. Though it may be blasphemous to mention it here, the largest seating 
capacity in any stadium in the United States is the Big House at Michigan Stadium in Ann Arbor which lists a seating 
capacity over 107,000. Sigma Chi could fill that stadium 2.5 times with our living membership and 3.5 times with our all-
time membership – and there still wouldn’t be enough seats!

by Michael Church, Executive Director, Sigma Chi

Michael Church, Executive Director

Sigma Chi’s current enrollment across our active chapters 
would place our organization among the top 400 largest 
institutions of higher learning in the country – larger than 
Yale University and many of the campuses where our 
chapters call home. There are more than 125 active and 
organized alumni groups spread across nearly every state 
in the U.S., several of the provinces in Canada, and even 
one in London, England. Our members can be found in 
countless countries across the globe. To put it succinctly, 
Sigma Chi is the largest men’s fraternal organization on 
the planet. 

Despite all of our incredible successes – and they truly 
are incredible – I am often asked: will fraternities be 
around and relevant in the future? The answer, 
unequivocally, is yes. In his 1835 book “Democracy in 
America,” Alexis de Tocqueville offered his observations 
about the intrinsic desire of Americans to associate 
themselves with like-minded others. Summarized, he 
noted that Americans are naturally drawn to the concept 
of associations as it is deeply rooted in the fabric of our 
country. We always have been and we always will be. 

 Founded   June 28, 1855 
 Total Years  167 
 Members  358,934 
 Chapters  300    

 Living Members 267, 834 
 Collegiate Chapters 235 
 Collegiate Men  14,000

SIGMA CHI - THE PREEMINENT FRATERNITY
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Fraternities are but associations of men with common 
interests, rooted in brotherhood, providing avenues of 
personal growth through the teachings of principles and 
values. Sigma Chi is older than many of the sovereign 
countries of the world, pre-dates the American Civil War, 
pre-dates the invention of modern-day electricity, and is 
older than most of the world’s largest and most 
successful corporations. We have faced questions of our 
sustainability and credibility many times in our past. This 
question is not new to Sigma Chi, nor is the answer.  

People today tend to “feel” that the scrutiny on 
fraternities is worse than it ever has been. This is partly 
true – albeit for different reasons. Historically, fraternities 
have always been viewed with a mixed perspective: 
those who do not understand tend to loathe us while 
those who spend the effort to understand fraternities 
tend to be supportive.  

Today, nearly 99% of American society has access to the 
internet and, with it, access to any free social media 
platform they so choose. The only thing different about 
the criticisms fraternities face today is the ability for the 
masses to pontificate about the value of fraternities and, 
this, in turn simply magnifies the feelings about 
fraternities. When you mix this cocktail with the media’s 
general approach to choosing which stories to report - “if 
it bleeds, it leads” – and you have a perfect mix of 
creating what “feels” like overwhelming negative 
sentiment. 
  
The major challenges facing fraternities – and Sigma Chi 
is not immune to this – manifest as substance abuse and 
hazing; the most dangerous of which occurs when the 
two intertwine. At the core, though, the root of the 
challenges are that today’s college students are less likely 
to be familiar with, and therefore understand the 
importance of, principles and values. Today’s students 
exhibit more markers of delayed maturation and ability to 
make decisions independently. In an environment that 
relies on men of character to self-govern, you can see 
how the challenges become increasingly more complex. 
  
Fraternities – and especially Sigma Chi – are going 
nowhere…except up. In fact, (with the first year of the 
pandemic excluded), fraternities (and Sigma Chi) have 

enjoyed all-time record-setting trends in terms of 
membership intake in the last 10 years. The best judge of 
our success will always be ourselves – provided we are 
willing to be critical of our efforts and performance. 
  
Sigma Chi has navigated the better part of two centuries 
of existence by evolving to meet the needs of the 
members of the organization. We have evolved from 
seven men meeting in one room in a small town in 
Oxford, OH to a world-leading fraternal organization with 
a global footprint. You can mark the changes at certain 
watershed moments of our past. One of those occurred 
in 2017 when a string of very serious and tragic events 
occurred in fraternities across North America. This led, 
once again, to the severe questioning of the value of 
fraternities.  

Sigma Chi took a decidedly introspective and critical look 
at how we operate as a fraternity and what we aspired to 
be. Although we were confident that our offerings were 
second-to-none, we decided then that we needed a 
recognized third-party to evaluate how we support the 
members of our organization so that we could re-
establish credibility where it had begun to erode. 
Officially, Sigma Chi has entered the era of the 
Transformational Leader and I encourage all of you to 
read about that on our website. Put succinctly, Sigma Chi 
will soon be the first fraternal organization to offer a true 
co-educational learning experience for young men when 
our learning service provider, the Sigma Chi Leadership 
Institute, receives its accreditation by an accrediting body 
recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. Now, 
it’s not Sigma Chi telling the world how excellent we are 
– it’s a third-party who routinely evaluates similar 
organizations that will be singing our praises. 
  
Let’s take a look at the future by starting in the past. 
Sigma Chi enjoyed a nearly 75-year run at Michigan State 
before the closure of the Gamma Psi chapter. It was a run 
filled with success. Unfortunately, the chapter members 
drifted from Sigma Chi’s ideals and fell far short of our 
expectations, manifesting as very serious and concerning 
health and safety violations, ultimately resulting in the 
suspension of the charter. 

SIGMA CHI - THE PREEMINENT FRATERNITY 
continued 



 

Mark received his B.S. in Urban Planning 
from Michigan State University in 1977. 
During his undergraduate years as a Gamma 
Psi Sig, Mark held many offices including 
Consul. Mark’s dream to provide affordable 
housing opportunities began during those 
early years. More than 38 years later that 
fire has not been extinguished.  

It was in 1993 when he had a vision to 
change lives and transform struggling 
neighborhoods. Mark sat down at a table 
with a phone and old style rolodex full of names and 
launched a novel tax credit fund in Michigan. To this day 
Mark remains the founder and CEO of nationally 
recognized Cinnaire, employing more than 100 team 
members in nine states.  

Cinnaire has committed more than $5 billion 
of loans and equity for affordable housing 
and community development efforts.  As a 
r e s u l t , m o r e t h a n 8 1 1 h o u s i n g 
developments have been developed 
creating more than 49,700 affordable 
housing apartments, and 76,000 plus jobs.   

Mark’s philanthropic works and leadership 
has garnered him numerous state and 
national awards. To share more about 
Mark’s journey, accomplishments, and 

industry leadership we will be running a special feature 
in our next Spartan Sig Newsletter. 

Thank you Mark. You’ve made us proud. 3

Although many alumni and the international fraternity tried to support the chapter, our efforts weren’t enough. When we 
close a chapter it’s simultaneously no one and everyone’s fault. The international fraternity likely had warning signs that 
we missed which could have prevented the chapter from closing, while the alumni of the chapter drifted from keeping 
their attention on it. Blaming anyone is not worth the time or the energy. As a former Grand Consul is fond of saying: 
“You can’t make a better past, but you can make a better future.”  

With the work to reconstitute Sigma Chi at Michigan State starting in earnest, teamwork will be critical to the short and 
long-term success of the Gamma Psi Chapter of Sigma Chi – and you can help. 
  
Young men today need mentors. Our chapter will need advisors. The house will need financial support. Our alumni who 
step up to be volunteers will need support. No matter how much or how little time or resources you have – you can help. 
When we recharter the Gamma Psi Chapter at Michigan State, it will be all of our responsibility to keep it there. It won’t 
be enough to look to the elected or appointed leaders. Each and every one of us has to take an ownership role in 
ensuring the success of the next iteration of the Gamma Psi Chapter of Sigma Chi. We can do this together and I am 
confident that when we do the resulting outcome will be one of which we can all be immensely proud. 
  
IHSV, 

Michael J. Church 
Sigma Chi Executive Director

SIGMA CHI - THE PREEMINENT FRATERNITY 
continued 

Congratulations to Gamma Psi’s Mark McDaniel  
for Being a 2022 Recipient of Sigma Chi’s Significant Sig Award! 

Mark’s exemplary achievements in providing affordable housing for thousands of individuals and families 
throughout the country has brought great honor and prestige to the name of Sigma Chi.



 

 

E.B. Hill completed his bachelor’s degree at Michigan 
Agricultural College in 1915. He was part of a Michigan on the 
cusp of change, change in which he would play a major role. 
He studied in a spanking new Agricultural Hall, the second 
structure on campus built with steel girders. Visitors to M.A.C. 
mostly travelled by trolley or by horse-drawn carriage.  

Agriculture in 1915 in Michigan—indeed in America looked 
much as it had in the 19th century. Although R.E. Olds had 
begun building automobiles in Lansing in 1901, motorized 
tractors were unknown on Michigan farms, which relied on 
hard labor by farmers, mules, and horses.  

The concept of scientific agriculture was radical, but beginning 
to take hold at M.A.C. and elsewhere. During E.B. Hill’s 
undergraduate studies, M.A.C. conducted its first farm 
management research on the cost of milk production. After Hill 
completed his Masters of Agriculture degree at M.A.C., while 
working as a farm management extension agent, he went to 
Cornell, where George Warren ran a pioneering program in 
farm management, to complete a Masters of Science degree in 
1927.  

Armed with the latest learning in the field, E.B. Hill was named 
chairman of the new Department of Farm Management at 
M.A.C., a position he held from 1928 to 1949. Farm 
management focused on individual farms and how to improve 
decisions. E.B. Hill and his peers studied costs of production, 
encouraging farmers to keep careful accounts to enable 
identifying what made some farms more successful. Hill’s 
personal specialities included understanding what made for 
successful farms and identifying ways to transfer farm estates 
from one generation to the next. The research and outreach 
work of he and his faculty peers entailed frequent farm visits. 
His popular course on “Successful Michigan Farms” (Farm 
Mgt 404) put students on busses to go visit leading farms and 
learn from their managers. Hill and his Extension colleagues 
also led tours by farmers to see other farms and learn about 
innovative farm management.  

While E.B. Hill’s department focused on profitability for 
individual farms, M.A.C.’s Department of Economics housed 
other faculty who aimed to understand agricultural prices and 
how markets functioned. During the Great Depressions, farmers 
faced collapsing prices, making an understanding of markets 
and policy particularly important. Ultimately, good farm 
decisions depended not only on costs of production and 
improving productivity, but also on the prices received for farm 
products. The study of farm management and agricultural 
prices were driving mergers of faculty elsewhere, at places like 
Cornell and University of Wisconsin. In 1949, M.A.C. followed 
suit, merging joining Hill’s Department of Farm Management 
with price analysts from Economics into a new Department of 
Agricultural Economics under new leadership. 
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“WE STAND ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS”
E.B. Hill Was One Such Giant. 

Shares Scott M. Swinton 
Chairperson and University Distinguished Professor 

MSU Department of Agricultural, Food, and Resource Economics

M.A.C. Farm Management Department Staff - 1931 
Left to right: Herbert A. Berg (1928), Elton B. Hill (1928),  

 Paul A. Minneman (1930), Arthur H. Hauke (1931),  Karl T. Wright 
(1929) Phillip F. Aylesworth (1931)

Dear Gamma Psi of Sigma Chi,  

Your request for an MSU perspective on the history and contributions of Elton B. Hill has opened 
my eyes to a trove of information about his role not only at Michigan State University, but also in 
Michigan agriculture and in the profession of agricultural economics. In the immortal words of 
Sir Isaac Newton, we “stand on the shoulders of giants.” E.B. Hill was one such giant. 

Scott M. Swinton



 

 

E.B. Hill’s leadership in farm management continued thriving 
under the new structure. His focus on farm record keeping to 
enable farmers to compare their performance with that of 
similar farms became deeply engrained. In 1964, Michigan 
State made history by offering the nation’s first computerized 
service for farm record analysis, TelFarm (Today’s Electronic 
Farm Records for Management), which won the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Award for Superior Service to 
Agriculture.  

The management insights from E.B. Hill and his farm 
management colleagues helped to guide Michigan farmers 
through massive transformations in management. The nation 
had undergone two world wars and the Great Depression. Hill 
had written scores of articles and extension bulletins. The 
department he took over in 1928 with 11 staff members had 
grown to 50. By the time he retired in 1964, most Michigan 
farms relied on tractors, synthetic fertilizers to boost crop 
yields, and pesticides to protect those yields.  

While E.B. Hill’s contributions were greatest in farm 
management applied to the research, teaching, and extension, 
he was professionally active at both the national and 
international levels. In 1942, before M.A.C. had even created a 
Department of Agricultural Economics, Hill was elected Vice 
President of the American Farm Economics Association at the 
national level. He was also among the pioneers in what became 
a hallmark of MSU agricultural economics: international 
engagement. He began with study tours to Europe during the 
1930’s to learn from farm economists there. During 1938-39, he 
served as Acting Head of the Department of Agricultural 
Economics at the University of Puerto Rico at Rio Piedras. 

Today’s MSU Department of Agricultural, Food, and Resource 
Economics bears a name with new adjectives that reflect a 
broadened mission from E.B. Hill’s original Department of 
Farm Management. But we continue to rely on farm records 
through the TelFarm program, and what we are today exists 
because E.B. Hill and his farm management colleagues built a 
much of our foundation.  

E.B. Hill was a builder. I can see clear parallels between his 
role in building our academic department and his role in 
building a home for the Gamma Psi chapter of Sigma Chi.  

Best regards,  

Scott M. Swinton 
Chairperson and University Distinguished Professor 
MSU Department of Agricultural, Food, and Resource 
Economics 

P.S. – Most of the specific details that I have shared about the 
history of our department prior to 1970, I owe to Elton B. Hill’s 
history, “Then & Now 1906- 1972: A Pictorial History of 
Agricultural Economics at Michigan State University,” which 
can be found online at https://www.canr.msu.edu/afre/about/
history. I hope one day to have the opportunity to explore the 
papers that he archived with Michigan State University. 

“WE STAND ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS”
The Legacy of E.B. Hill continued
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ELTON B. HILL
A Tribute In The Making.

“A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture, 
 is like a tree without roots.” 

Marcus Garvey

To understand Gamma Psi of Sigma Chi history one needs to look no further than 
Elton Brainard Hill (E.B.). He and Gamma Psi trace back to the beginning of the 20th 
century. From 1912 until the day he died (12/11/1980) he was at the forefront of 
ensuring Gamma Psi survival.



 

 

GAMMA PSI OF SIGMA CHI TRAVELING FLAG 
Connecting, Uniting, And Celebrating Our Sacred Brotherhood. 

As we strive to reconnect our Gamma Psi brothers, we are sending out 
a 3’ x 5’ Sigma Chi flag to be signed by our chapter brothers 
sweethearts from across the globe. 

Our initial outreach is to our chapter’s most notable sigs, Significant 
Sigs and Order of Constantines. The first to sign was our chapter’s 
newest Significant Sig, Mark S. McDaniel ’77. Significant Sigs, Hap Fry 
’63, Tulsa, OK., and Charles Cioffi ’61, Marina Del Rey, are next. 

Following them are Floridian’s Ken Way ’61, Larry Pilon ’70 
(Significant Sigs) and Donald Bertsch ’57 (Order of Constantine). With 
the final stop in Indianapolis where Significant Sig, Major Thomas 
Jones ’58, will sign before the flag makes its way to all  our other 
Gamma psi brothers. 

When our chapter’s flag makes it to you, please accept this flag as a 
tribute to our shared principles and sacred bond. While in your 
possession, take care of this treasured prize. Consider reaching out to 
other nearby Gamma Psi sigs. Invite them over, or meet them 
elsewhere, and make it a reason to have a brother reunion. 

Upon your signing, reaffirming your lifelong commitment, please see its way to another Gamma Psi brother. To keep 
track of its whereabouts, we ask each recipient to post a picture of their signing, and tell us where it’s headed next. 

When this flag is filled with signatures, we envision it being 
proudly displayed at 729 E. Grand River and pulled out for 
special events, such as homecoming, rush, initiation, or 
other. 

Our chapter’s flag will return to MSU for our 2022 
Homecoming - Gamma Psi Tailgate Party; October 15, MSU 
vs WI. Mark your calendars, we look forward to seeing you 
there. This year’s Gamma Psi homecoming is being 
organized by the Spartan Sig Sigma Chi Alumni Club.  
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The Phylean Literary Society, the oldest group to 
become Gamma Psi was formed in 1911. Elton Brainard 
(E.B.) Hill became a member in 1912.  The chapter room 
was on the 4th floor of Wells Hall – a M.A.C. male 
dormitory. In 1914 the Phyleans rented a chapter house 
at 129 Grand River. In 1918 the group purchased via 
land contract a 165’ x 165’ lot at 729 East Grand River 
from Thomas Gunson. E. B. is quoted as saying, 
“Thomas was a grand ole scot 
and a friend of the Phyleans.”  

I n 1 9 2 9 , E . B . w o u l d 
commence his advisor role 
that would last fifty plus years. 
This may be his most amazing 
contribution. Any chapter 
advisor will tell you it is 
exhausting. There is never a 
dull moment.  Surprises are 
c o n s t a n t ; f r o m b r o k e n 
windows to maintenance to 
behavior problems. The rewards are great too. E. B. 
would mentor and befriend many undergraduates one, 
two and three generations younger than him. 

Also, in 1929, he would underwrite a $18,000 loan to 
add a much needed third floor to the chapter house. 
The bank would not loan to an organization so an 
individual had to be assigned the loan. The third floor 
would include a dormer, a chapter room, and 12 study 
areas increasing living capacity to 40 people.   

Financial timing could not have been worse as the 
depression hits after the stock market crash in October 
of that year. Low occupancy and financial stress was 
forefront for the next twelve years.  Many times the 
Phyleans were unable to make the interest payment. In 
1934 the Phylean Executive Committee was called into 

savings and loan office to be warned that E. B. Hill 
would be responsible if their account was not made 
current. This was a shock to the group – especially E. B. 
Property values were low because of  
the depression. E.B. stated, “From 1930-42 my financial 
position was of great uncertainty and worry.”  

In 1936 the Phyleans merged with Trimora Societies to 
become Tri-Phy. Later that year 
they petitioned Beta Kappa 
and received charter status. 
This relieved some of the 
financial pressure. In 1942 
Beta Kappa and Phi Chi Alpha 
merged to form Beta Chi. In 
June, Beta Chi decided to 
p e t i t i o n S i g m a C h i f o r 
membership.  

On December 7, of 1942 
Gamma Psi of Sigma Chi was 

formed. Grand Consul, Dr. B. Ricks of Nashville 
Tennessee, flew in and Sigma Chi officers from Albion 
and University of Michigan Chapters were on hand to 
prepare for installation. The weekend installation ended 
with an open house. The Michigan State News wrote, 
“More than 500 persons attended the open house held 
Sunday from 3 to 6pm by the Gamma Psi chapter of 
Sigma Chi. Sponsored by wives of old and new Sigma 
Chi alumni, the tea followed a week-end of installation 
for the new chapter. Thirty-seven undergraduates were 
installed Friday night, while fifty-six alumni were initiated 
Saturday afternoon. Gifts, flowers and telegrams 
showered the house all week-end to congratulate the 
neo-phyte fraternity.   

We Trace Our Chapter’s Beginning To The Phylean Literary Society In 1911. 
E.B. Hill joined in 1912. He could not have known his eventual influence on young men and his industry across the globe

PRELUDE TO GAMMA PSI
By Rich Nemesi ‘81
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As time went on, I got to know E.B. quite well. He 
suggested that I attend the Sigma Chi convention in 
Atlanta in the late 1960’s (as incoming consul) to 
represent Gamma Psi, which I did. E.B. underwrote the 
expenses of the trip out of his personal funds. He 
attended the convention as did several from Detroit’s 
Sigma Chi Alumni Chapters. That convention was quite 
controversial as the main issue of the day was racial 
discrimination in the fraternity. Although the convention 
was difficult, E.B. and I, along with the the Detroit alumni, 
were able to gather together socially after hours and had 
a good time. From that point on, E.B. and I became 
pretty good friends.  

At some point that same year, our kitchen cook quit or 
was fired. The house kitchen had always been a problem 
area. Several of the older fraternity members had worked 
as bus boys at one of the local fraternities to earn meals 
and money. They told us stories of how good the food 
was and how great the cook was. Well, that fraternity 
failed and when I heard through the grapevine that this 
was happening, I talked to E.B. about it. We decided to 
hire the cook (Rose) if she would have us and we were 
very lucky that she agreed.  

At the same time we learned that some of the kitchen 
equipment at the failing fraternity would be sold. E.B. 
gave me the cash to go and buy what Rose wanted. I do 
not recall if the house or the house corporation ever paid 
E.B. back. But, knowing E.B. the answer is likely no. He 
just wanted the best for the house and for the young 
men that were a part of it. Rose stayed with Gamma Psi 
for over 20 years as I recall and became a legend in her 
own right.  

When the new house was constructed in the early 1960’s, 
there was not enough money. So E.B. arranged a loan 

from Michigan Bank through his contacts. E.B.  
‘personally guaranteed the payment of the mortgage 
(there may have been several others who also 
guaranteed the repayment of the mortgage, but I am 
now aware). Certainly, E.B. was the person who made all 
of this happen. He was very proud of the new house and 
oversaw it with a definite pride of ownership. That was 
true for E B’s wife, Irene Hill, as well. For many years Irene 
helped to decide on décor and furniture for the house.  

As time went on, I graduated from MSU but continued to 
serve as a member of the house corporation board for 
many years thereafter. This involved a quarterly evening 
meeting which E.B. always attended, which dealt with the 
finances and problems of the house. After the meeting 
concluded, we would go to Frandor Shopping Center 
down Grand River Avenue where there was a tiki bar 
called the Boom Boom Room. E.B. liked the Boom Boom 
Room so that is where we went to have a night cap. E.B. 
or one of the older successful alumni always picked up 
the tab.  

Generosity, in all things would be the best way to 
describe E.B., followed closely by his patience with all of 
us.  

A high point for E.B. and for all of us as well was the day 
when we were able to pay off the mortgage on the 
house. This was celebrated with a large gathering at a 
dinner with speeches and the symbolic burning of the 
mortgage. E.B. was honored at the dinner and that night 
it enabled E.B. to finally rest at peace.  

I consider it a great honor to have known E.B. and to 
have become his friend and fraternity brother.  

All Honor To His Name.

E.B. was a gentlemen at all times, respecting the youngest, newest pledge as a brother. He led 
by example. E.B. would often visit the chapter house and he tried hard to learn the names of 
everyone in the fraternity – not an easy task if you are advancing in years. 

He worked to fix things that were broken at the house, sometimes on a daily basis, and called 
in the repair person when needed. For many years he personally took care of the seasonal 
upkeep of the heating units in the basement.

THE LEGENDARY STORY ABOUT  E.B.

by Don Carney, Consul ’70

E.B. H
ILL
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Known For His Tireless Commitment And Endless Generosity.
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ALL HONOR TO HIS NAME 
Rocket Scientist, Carl R. Boehm, ’62

Carl Robin Boehm was born in Astoria, NY on November 4, 1936. When he was 
three years old, his parents Randi and George Boehm bought a 76 acre farm on 
Old Primrose Hill in Rhinebeck, NY where he spent his youth tending to cows and 
chickens. He wasn’t much of a chicken fan, but he took great pride in showing a 4H 
prize winning cow Aurora Borealis who won Best in Show in 1952 at the famed 
Dutchess County Fair. 

He graduated from Rhinebeck Central School with the class of ‘54, and knowing he 
could not afford to go directly to college, he enlisted in the Navy during the Korean 
War.  

After three years of service, he enrolled in the Electrical Engineering program at 
Michigan State University on his Navy GI bill. Of equal interest was the MSU 
football program and he became a lifelong Sparty fan. He joined Sigma Chi and maintained lifetime friendships with his 
fraternity brothers. He graduated MSU in 1962 and his Bachelor of Electrical Engineering degree immediately opened 
opportunities of world travel for this farm boy turned sailor turned academic.  

His business card literally read “rocket scientist.” Among the notable companies he worked for were Hughes Aircraft, 
Xerox, Bell Helicopter, and General Motors.   

He grew up on the East Coast and never lost his love of the Hudson River Valley, particularly during Autumn. He would 
often schedule trips back east to revisit his hometown during “the changing of the leaves” of his beloved Catskill 
Mountains. His love of stormy weather was legendary and he embraced the snowy winters of Michigan both in his 
college years and his final career at GM. Ultimately, the West Coast won his heart, as did the love of his life, Elaine, 
whom he affectionately called Pie.  

They retired on the top of a mountain with a 360 degree view of the Northern San Diego Mountains where he always 
welcomed visits from his four children and their families. His hard work was always a means to generously spend more 
time with those he loved. After he retired, he took pride and joy in hosting family gatherings at his home in Fallbrook. 
The spectacular view he chose to see every day from his dining room table, sunrise to sunset, is the same view he chose 
to see the last day of his life. Rather than expire in a hospital, he passed over on January 20, 2022, in his own home with 
his beloved wife and son by his side and the view at his feet. 

He is survived by his wife of 46 years, Elaine Lee Boehm. He is survived by his children Robyn Dyba, Heidi Spingler and 
Mike, Karen Mulder and Joe, and Eric Boehm along with his eight grandchildren Jayne Dyba, Emma Dyba, Max Dyba, 
Natalie Spingler, Clarke Spingler, Jack Spingler, Anna Mulder and Daphne Mulder. He is also survived by his younger 
sister, Peggy Walker, and younger brother Neil Boehm, a lifelong resident of Rhinebeck.  

Carl Boehm is named among the many honored veterans in the Rhinebeck War Memorial Park featuring the Bronze 
Doughboy that honors all Rhinebeck residents who served in wartime.   

Carl passed January 20, 2022. All Honor to His Name.
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GAMMA PSI PLEDGES NEARLY SET OUR CHAPTER HOUSE ON FIRE 
E.B. Hill’s Defense To Our Brothers Action Is All The More Fiery. 

I was Pro-Consul of the Chapter at the time of probably the most successful (when measured by the extent of the 
inconvenience to the actives that the pledge raid caused) and the most ill-advised (when measured by the real danger it 
exposed the Chapter house and all in it at the time) pledge raid.  

Charles Cioffi was the Consul of the Chapter at the time of this pledge raid which wound up with the Chapter being 
featured in Fire Prevention Weekly and embarrassing the University and in 
particular the then Dean of Men Tom King. For some reason, I had gone to 
my home the afternoon of the day the pledge raid was being planned and I 
arrived back at the Chapter house around 2:30 a.m. The parking lot was full 
of firetrucks with lights flashing and numerous firemen, but as it turned out 
there was no fire anywhere.  

The pledges had filled the Chapter house with straw "borrowed" from some 
of the barns of the University, including filling the house kitchen where the 
cooking range with its pilot lights burning was located. Had a fire been 
ignited in the kitchen, the result could have been catastrophic with the 
dormer located on the third floor full of active members sleeping who might 
very well have been trapped. The fire marshal of East Lansing had somehow 
got wind of the situation and his firemen were rousting all of the sleeping actives from their beds in the dormer and 
ordering them to pick up all of the straw strewn throughout the house and remove it from the house. This was the scene I 
encountered when I arrived back in the early morning. 

The Dean of Men who intensely disliked the entire fraternity system was furious and wanted to use the incident, and the 
attendant publicity it generated, as grounds for kicking Sigma Chi off campus at the least if he could not use the 
situation as the basis for imposing new broader restrictions on all of the fraternities. His minimum demand was for the 
immediate ouster of Chuck Cioffi as Consul.  

Chuck was as blameless as myself about what had occurred, in that the pledges had done a great   job of keeping their 
plans absolutely secret as well as timing their raid on a weeknight so nobody caught them 
pulling it off until they had finished their mission. Somehow, I infer, Dean King did not focus 
his anger on me, probably because I happened to be away when the raid was taking place, 
and E.B. Hill arranged to have me accompany him to a meeting with the Dean in an effort to 
head off whatever Draconian "discipline" the Dean had in mind for the Chapter.  

That meeting was very intense and at one point I had to restrain E.B. from going over Dean 
King's desk and punching him in the mouth. E.B.'s determination to not allow Dean King 
from destroying the fraternity chapter that he had worked so hard to found and so hard to 
preserve, must have gotten Dean King's attention and he backed off from his proposal to 
oust the Chapter entirely. 

A LEGENDARY STORY

E.B. H
ILL

by Phil Fife ‘61

A Fiery Circumstance Followed by Another.
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HONORING OUR BROTHERHOOD 
If you are interested in helping create our Spartan Sig Newsletters, there are a number 
of areas where you can contribute, including: research, content development, 
proofreading, creative services, brother outreach, data management, and more. Let us 
know if you have an interest. 

Mike Stout 
Gamma Psi Alumni Communications Chair 
(952) 239-3943 | mstout@i3-Marketing.com

©J©©ames Conner

He stuck with insisting on Chuck Cioffi being removed as 
President of the Chapter, myself being installed as the 
new President,  and the Chapter being placed under 
social probation with various restrictions including 
ineligibility to fully participate in, among other things, the 
fraternity sing event. Brother Lou Potter got the Chapter 
brothers to rehearse and while we were not eligible to be 
considered for any recognition at the sing, we were 
allowed to participate.  

Brother Potter did a great job getting the brothers ready 
for the sing. I recall a number of people saying after it 
was over and the Sigma Chi chapter had not been 
recognized at all despite how great a job we had done, 
"What happened to the Sigma Chis?"  

The fact that we were not eligible to be honored as the 
best choir or at all, was not known though the brothers 
knew that, and the quality of the presentation which 
ended with the Sweetheart of Sigma Chi was testimony 
to how good a job Brother Potter did in whipping the 
group into shape, even though we all knew we would be 
singing only for pride and not for any prize or 
recognition. 

The period was a turbulent period for the Chapter which 
also responded with the brothers picking up their 
respective grades and raising the composite Chapter 
GPA which helped the Dean of Men decide to terminate 
the restrictions he had placed on Chapter activities at the 

end of that quarter instead of leaving them in place for as 
long as he had originally wanted.  

When the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the Chapter was held some years after I had 
graduated, gotten married and made California my 
home, I tracked down the last housemother the Chapter 
had had. 

"Mom" Webster, had retired to Florida. I made 
arrangements for her to fly to Detroit where my spouse 
and I met her at the airport and took her to the 
reunion.  She was welcomed warmly with a standing 
ovation by the brothers who attended some of whom 
had never known a house mother. She read a poem she 
had composed about her years as our housemother.  

My spouse and I took her afterwards to her former home 
in Michigan where the local ladies held a tea in her 
honor. We later took her back to the airport and she 
returned to Florida having had a wonderful experience. 
Some years later, I received a letter from her son advising 
me of her passing and her remarks to him that "Seeing 
her boys again" was one of the highlights of her life.  

She was a great lady and lent a sense of dignity to what 
might otherwise have been more of the proverbial 
"Animal House.”  

All Honor To Her Name.
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A LEGENDARY STORY  
continued 
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Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) is a public university in Fort Myers, 
Florida. It was founded in 1991 and is the state’s second youngest 
university. It has grown to 15,000 students with an offering of 63 
undergraduate, 26 master, and 7 doctoral programs. There wasn’t a 
Greek system on campus until after 2000. There were only two 
fraternities when our Sigma Chi Naples/Marco Island Alumni Chapter 
approached the University and Sigma Chi National about forming a local 
chapter.   

With National’s support we began planning In 2006. Recruiting started in 
2008. Two years later we initiated 41 new Sigma Chis. The ceremony 
had special meaning for me as I had not been to an initiation since mine in 1964. There were approximately 200 in 
attendance to celebrate Sigma Chi’s newest chapter.

GAMMA PSI  BUILDING ANOTHER SIGMA CHI LEGACY
- Florida Gulf Coast University -

by Michael Roach ‘66

Florida Gulf Coast University

BACKGROUND. I, Michael Roach ’66, retired from 
Amoco Oil in Chicago in 1999. Like many, we had Florida 
in mind for our retirement years. When settled, I 
discovered several Gamma Psi Sigs in the area and joined 
the local Alumni Chapter. Our Chapter had about 40 
members. The Florida schools were well represented. 
The Big Ten had brothers from MSU, Purdue, OSU, 
Indiana, Michigan, and Iowa. 

Then came the opportunity to start the new Sigma Chi 
chapter at FGCU. We kept busy planning, recruiting, then 
launching Sigma Chi’s newest chapter. I was still a 
snowbird when I was elected President of our Alumni 
Chapter in 2013, which I still serve today.  

MOVING FORWARD. Things have changed and Sigma 
Chi’s presence continues to grow. We helped develop 
another Sigma Chi Alumni Chapter in Estero, closer to 
the FGCU campus. Most importantly, we have become 
much more involved in the Sigma Chi’s Lambda Zeta 
chapter at FGCU.   

We attend pledge-pinning ceremonies and chapter 
meetings. More recently have attend sporting events with 
them on campus. To keep current on our active brothers’ 
activities, we invite actives and pledges to our monthly 
luncheons at both Alumni Chapters in Naples and Estero. 
We also help fund their Bell Chapter and support Derby 
Days. Last fall, Lambda Zeta raised $30K for the 
Huntsman Cancer Foundation. 

To improve communications and maintain a strong 
alumni group, we publish a monthly eNewsletter with a 
distribution of approximately 800. One of the most 

interesting articles is a column written by a Lambda Zeta 
active sharing how Sigma Chi has changed their life.  
Recently, we started a mentoring program, offering 
support in the areas of academic, business, and personal 
matters. Lambda Zeta has won two or three Peterson 
Awards and we think they will earn another this year.   

After several instances of female students being accosted 
on campus, with most occurrences at night, Lambda Zeta 
launched their “Call A Sig” program. This is where a 
brother responds to escort the co-ed to their residence, 
car, or class. We hope other chapters consider adopting a 
similar program.   

To expand our Alumni Chapter’s social activities, this year 
we added a Social Chairman to our Executive 
Committee. We have already had a golf outing and a 
matinee play at one of our performing arts centers. We 
plan to add fishing trips, visits to local museums, a 
sightseeing cruise on a party boat, and maybe spring 
training baseball games. 

I am very thankful for the Sigs that are proud to gather 
under the umbrella of our Alumni Chapter. Our collective 
work demonstrates the importance of having a strong, 
supportive alumni chapter. I look forward to watching 
what Mike Green will accomplish with his forming of the 
Spartan Sig Sigma Chi Alumni Chapter, and how this too 
will benefit our future Gamma Psi brothers and those who 
reside at 729 E. Grand River.  

In Hoc Signo Vinces, 

Mike Roach, Gamma Psi 1966 
President Naples/Marco Island Alumni Chapter 12
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SIGMA CHI HEADQUARTERS 
EVANTSON,  IL 

 1714 Hinman Ave, Evanston, IL 60201

SIGMA CHI MUSEUM INTRODUCTION 
by Dr. Noah Phelps, Ph.D. 

Director, Information Management 
Historical Initiative, Site Management, and Project Management 

Our new museum was constructed following a pipe burst that 
destroyed a section of the old basement museum in October 
2013. At that time the Foundation determined that it would be 
better if we moved the museum out of the basement. This was in 
accordance with a suggestion of the Fraternity’s History Commission 
as far back as 2005.  

The Foundation formed a Museum Renovation Committee, chaired 
by past Grand Consul, Lee Beauchamp, and consisted of the three 
living past Grand Historians, Doug Carlson, Eric Hansen, and Bill 
Fleming, along with current Grand Historian, Michael Codina.  

I am, also, the building manager, so it fell to me to find a general 
contractor and an exhibits company to carry out the design of the 
committee. We used a local general contractor, but we had to cast a 
broader net for an exhibits company. We were fortunate to find one 
of the nation’s most award winning companies, Exhibit Concepts, 
with the added bonus that one of their VPs is a Sigma Chi, Gerald 
“Jerry” Spangler, Dayton 1989. Jerry advised the committee on 
designed and oversaw the construction of the exhibits. 
  
The new museum’s footprint covers about 40% the first floor of the 
HQ’s south wing. It is approximately 1100 sq. ft. It includes both 
static panels and multimedia kiosks to display databases on the 
Magazine of Sigma Chi, Significant Sigs, the Order of Constantine, 
and the Sweetheart. There are also sounds clips of actors reading 
quotes from the Founders and a series of 7-minute clips from the 
films of the 1930, 1930, 1955, and 2005 anniversary celebrations. 

To take a virtual tour, click here or visit: https://my.matterport.com/
show/?m=NjoGUtB7s96

https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=NjoGUtB7s96
https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=NjoGUtB7s96
https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=NjoGUtB7s96
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The Significant Sig Award recognizes 
those alumni members whose 

exemplary achievements in their fields of 
endeavor have brought great honor and 
prestige to the name of Sigma Chi.

Donald Bertsch ‘57Frank Teske ‘36E.B. Hill ‘15Fred Mitchell ‘13

Each year, the Order of Constantine recognizes a group of 
Sigma Chi brothers for their commitment, dedication and 
service to the Fraternity. Induction into the Order of 
Constantine is considered to be the highest honor that the 
Sigma Chi Fraternity bestows upon one of its members.

# First Last Graduation Awarded
1 Fred Mitchell 1913 1950
2 Elton Hill 1915 1950
3 Frank Teske 1936 1991
4 Kirke Becker 1948 1948
5 Donald Bertsch 1957 1997

Order of Constantine

Source: Sigma Chi National - Archives

International Sweethearts
Our fraternity's sweetheart is a member of a sorority on 
campus who represents our chapter. She is a woman who 
shares our values. While the International Sweetheart 
represents the Fraternity on a larger scale. 

Barbara Tanner 
1948 - 1950 

Kappa Alpha Theta

Mary Jane Walker  
1963 - 1965 
Chi Omega

Significant Sigs

Fred Meyer ‘46

John Fitzgerald ‘47 Ken Way ‘61Charles Cioffi ‘61 Steve Lew ‘61 Mark McDaniel ‘77Thomas Jones ‘58

# First Last Graduation Awarded
1 Fred Meyer 1946 1979
2 John Fitzgerald 1947 1983
3 Kirke Becker 1948 1952
4 Thomas Jones 1958 2015
5 Charles Cioffi 1961 2007
6 Ken Way 1961 1996
7 Steve Lew* 1961 1993
8 Hap Fry 1963 2017
9 Larry Pilon 1970 2005
10 Mark McDaniel 1977 2022
*Initiated at MSU, graduated at Oklahoma State.

Congratulations Mark.                                          
Our Newest Significant Sig!

✓

https://members.sigmachi.org/Party.aspx?ID=173255
https://members.sigmachi.org/Party.aspx?ID=173255
https://members.sigmachi.org/Party.aspx?ID=134429
https://members.sigmachi.org/Party.aspx?ID=134429
https://members.sigmachi.org/Party.aspx?ID=162148
https://members.sigmachi.org/Party.aspx?ID=162148
https://members.sigmachi.org/Party.aspx?ID=229588
https://members.sigmachi.org/Party.aspx?ID=229588
https://members.sigmachi.org/Party.aspx?ID=149894
https://members.sigmachi.org/Party.aspx?ID=149894
https://members.sigmachi.org/Party.aspx?ID=213507
https://members.sigmachi.org/Party.aspx?ID=213507
https://members.sigmachi.org/Party.aspx?ID=185056
https://members.sigmachi.org/Party.aspx?ID=185056


 

 

FRED MEYER IS OUR CHAPTER’S FIRST SIGNIFICANT SIG 
January 7, 1924 - January 1, 2010 
All Honor To His Name.

Fred lived an extraordinary life filled with accomplishment, love, joy and passion. 
Many of his most fond memories were from his time at MSU and as a Sigma Chi.

Fred was of extraordinary talent and conviction. While we know him as a Gamma Psi of Sigma 
Chi where he was our chapter’s consul in 1946, he was one of only a few that competed in 
three sports at the collegiate Division-1 level. He played football and baseball, and ran track too. Fred was also a 
member of Phi Kappa Delta Forensic Honorary before he graduated from the School of Business Administration in 1946. 

There was much more to his college life. He married Evelyn Jean Hope on August 5, 1946. They remained married until 
her passing 56 years later.  

After graduation from college, he entered the cemetery business. From 1953 until 2004, he was the owner and 
developer of a number of cemeteries and funeral homes throughout the Midwest and South, with the corporate office 
located in Indianapolis, Indiana. He was a charter member and the first President of the Pre-Arrangement Interment 
Association of America, Inc. He was also a past President of the Indiana Cemetery Association and the Cemetery 
Association of Tennessee. He was affiliated with the National Association of Cemeteries, the American Cemetery 
Association, the National Sales Executives and the American Institute of Management, as well as the Directors Club of 
Great Britain.  

He served as an advisor to Senator Vance Hartke and the Veterans' Affairs Committee of the United States Senate. While 
serving on this committee, Mr. Meyer traveled throughout the world visiting National Cemeteries providing his expert 
knowledge on maintaining the highest standards for our Veterans' final resting places. 

Fred was listed in Who's Who in the World, Who's Who in the Midwest, and Who's Who in Commerce and Industry. He 
was a past Chairman and Trustee Emeritus of the Morris Animal Foundation, working tirelessly to improve the health and 
well being of companion animals and wildlife. 

He was past president of the Great Dane Club of America, past secretary of the Hoosier Kennel Club, past president of 
the Hoosier Great Dane Club and a member of the American Kennel Club. Fred was active in Little League Baseball and 
was past president of the Orchard Little League in Indianapolis and served as director of the Central Indiana Council of 
Little League. Pleasant View Lutheran Church was honored to have him serve as a council member and working on 
numerous committees. 

Fred was an extraordinary man whom tirelessly shared his talents and passion. He was a Life Loyal Sig and in 1979 he 
was recognized as a Significant Sig. His exemplary achievements in his field, areas of interests, and community brought 
great honor and prestige to Gamma Psi of Sigma Chi. 

All Honor To His Name.

SIGNIFCIANT SIG

Frederick M. Meyer, Jr. ‘46
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Fred Meyer ‘46

Few Can Match His Passion, Intellect, And Talent.



 

 

THE TELLING OF THE E.B. HILL STORY   
Elton B. Hill is singularly the most important person in our chapter’s history.  

To understand Gamma Psi of Sigma Chi history one needs to look no further than Elton B. 
Hill (E.B.). He and Gamma Psi trace back to the beginning of the 20th century. From 1912 
until the day he died (12/11/1980) he was at the forefront of ensuring Gamma Psi survival. 

Elton B. Hill was a man dedicated to three loves in his life; his wife Irene, MSU, and Gamma 
Psi of Sigma Chi. His sixty year involvement with our chapter made an impact and left an 
impression for decades beyond his years.  

In 1950, E.B. was awarded Order of Constantine, Sigma Chi’s greatest honor, recognizing his 
commitment, dedication and service to the Fraternity. The late Past Grand Consul Joseph C. 
Nate often referred to such brothers as the “Eight Founders.”In 1972, he was also the first to 
be awarded the Erwin L. LeClerg Outstanding Chapter Advisor Award for his 31 years 
faithful service. 

E.B.’s impact on Gamma Psi and with the University was so great, that we are collaborating with the University to capture 
his work, to give him the tribute that he is deserving. We need your help.

16

ELTON B. HILL
A Tribute In The Making.

“A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture, 
is like a tree without roots.” 

Marcus Garvey

E.B. Hill ‘15

HELP US TELL THE STORY OF E.B. HILL

Mike Stout ‘83

Help Us Capture E.B.’s Legacy And His Impact On Gamma Psi.  

If you have memories of E.B., whether it be about how he built the original house at 729, 
how he bailed out the chapter during your tenure, or maybe a life lesson he taught you that 
you still cherish, please share. Perhaps you have a photograph of him, with his wife, or with 
our brothers. 

With your assistance, we will piece together his history so that the next generations of 
Gamma Psi Sigs will appreciate and benefit from his legacy.  

Mike Stout ’83 
mstout@i3-marketing.com | (952) 239-3943

mailto:mstout@i3-marketing.com


 

Let’s Capture E.B.’s 
L e g a c y A n d H i s 
Impact On Gamma 
Psi.  

If you have memories of 
E.B., whether it be about 
how he built the original 
house at 729, how he 
bailed out the chapter 
during your tenure, or 
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If you know of a missing Consul’s email, please share.

CONSULS 
CORNER 

SCORECARD 
    50s   1 
    60s   1 
    70s   4 
    80s   4 
    90s   0 
    00s   0 
    10s   0 
    20s   0


