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RECOLONIZATION EFFORTS BEGIN.

WITH THIS TOO, WE SHALL CONQUER.

Dear brothers, 

We are singular in vision. To return Sigma Chi to MSU. 
To pridefully display our letters at 729 E. Grand River, and 
recolonize with brothers having an understanding of our 
chapter's prideful history and that they live the values 
and ideals of Sigma Chi.  

There are a lot of conversations happening right now 
concerning Gamma Psi’s recolonization-rechartering. A 
lot of different parts are working in parallel. In advance, 
we thank you for your interest and support. 

Michael Church, Executive Director, Sigma Chi 
International, reports that there is a group of nearly 15 
young men interested in reconstituting Sigma Chi on 
campus. He has tasked them to seek other like-minded 
men who are interested in what Sigma Chi offers 
(brotherhood, leadership, personal development, etc.). 

Des Robinson, Director of Expansion at Sigma Chi, 
connected with MSU in 2021 to make them aware of our 
interest to return and learn about the University’s 
procedural process. MSU essentially told us that now is 
not a good time as they are having significant internal 
issues with the Greek community at MSU. 

We understand. We will press forward with our work, 
then present to the Intra Fraternity Council at a time 
considered appropriate. It is not just our plan to return 
Sigma Chi to MSU, but to assist in elevating Greek Life, 
to improve understanding and acceptance among the  
student body, University officials and leaders, and the 
greater E. Lansing community. 

Chris Nyers, West Michigan Grand 
Praetor, shares in detail next steps with 
timing. Please see his letter found on page 
one. 

This week, we will be meeting with Michael 
Church at Sigma Chi headquarters in 
Evanston, IL. This Saturday, we will be attending Sigma 
Chi Provincial Conference being held at Hillsdale College 
(MI). 

At the workshop, guests from the International Fraternity 
will be introducing the new Sigma Chi Leadership 
Institute education program. In addition, undergraduate 
chapters will be reviewing Chapter Operations, 
Recru i tment , P ledge Program, and F inanc ia l 
Responsibility.  

While there, we will learn about today’s challenges facing 
students and the additional pressures put on Greek Life. 
We will be meeting with Chris Nyers and other past 
Grand Praetors to specifically talk about Gamma Psi 
matters and to chart out our best path forward. 

It is generally accepted that those most successful 
chapters have a strong, supportive alumni group. 
Gamma Psi brother, Michael Green ’77, with the 
support of 15 brothers from the classes of ’77 - 79’, will 
be leading the start-up of a Spartan Sig Alumni Chapter. 
To learn more, please visit page 13. 

Continued on next page.
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While we are disappointed about those events that led to our chapter’s suspension, we look forward to reconnect and 
establish even stronger relations with our brothers, the University, the greater E. Lansing community, and Sigma Chi 
National. When we return and our brothers repopulate 729 E. Grand River, Sigma Chi will be stronger than ever before.  

Many have asked, “How are our house finances?” On page two, you will find a financial summary provided by House 
Corp Treasurer, John Fisher ’86. In addition, John provides a 20-year overview of house activities. John writes, “Gamma 
Psi has experienced great “highs and lows” in the past 20 years. I never knew E.B. Hill, but I would hope he is looking 
down on us today and saying, “The White Cross is shining brightly on Gamma Psi.””  

I trust that E.B. Hill is looking down, proud of our overcoming adversity and reconnecting 
for the greater benefit of our sacred brotherhood and the University. As he so well 
exemplified, “May we continue to live Sigma Chi’s values and ideals, and proudly 
represent our families and our greater community.” 

In hoc, 

Mike Stout ’83 
Gamma Psi Alumni Communications Chair 
mstout@i3-Marketing.com | (952) 239-3943 
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If you are a past Consul or Sigma Chi 
Sweetheart, or know of one, we 
would love to share your memories 
and how the experience may have 
shaped your life.

The Spartan Sig is currently published monthly. We encourage you to share it with others for their reading enjoyment. Copies are 
sent to all Gamma Psi alumni, Sigma Chi National, and MSU IFC. If you wish to contribute a special feature, please let us know. 
Suggestions and comments are encouraged.
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Dear Gamma Psi Alumni Brothers, 

Welcome to 2022! It has been a long while since the White 
Cross as Shined brightly at our house on the Grand River on 
MSU Campus. It is coming back.  

My name is Chris Nyers. I am the Grand Praetor of the West 
Michigan Province. The recolonization of the Gamma Psi 
chapter will be part of my responsibility for the next couple 
of years. I will be assisted by Brother Desmond Robinson. 
He is Director of Expansion at Sigma Chi Headquarters and 
will be working with MSU administration and their Greek 
Advisor to help manage the process once approved. 

Once approved by the University, we will present to our Sigma Chi New Chapter Development Committee led by Grand 
Pro Consul, Bob Wilson. It will then be slot into the fraternity’s timeline to begin the process. Our final step is getting the 
approval from Sigma Chi Executive Committee. This will not be a problem. 

All of that being said, we are targeting Fall 2022 or Winter 2023 to begin the process.  

Updates as of February 7, 2022: 
1. Desmond was scheduled to meet with the MSU Greek Advisor on January 31, 2022. The meeting did not happen 

because the advisor was out sick. Meeting being rescheduled. 
2. Desmond is going to submit IFC application to university for our new colony. Update on this due in March. 
3. We have fifteen present MSU undergraduates interested in being part of the MSU Sigma Chi colony once we start.  
4. We will be meeting with key Gamma Psi alumni brothers this coming weekend at the State of Michigan Sigma Chi 

Provincial held at Hillsdale College on February 12, 2022.  
5. Will be speaking with Desmond and Bob Wilson later this month to establish a more definite timeline from the 

General Fraternity’s perspective.  
6. Trying to schedule a call with Bob Wilson and Desmond Robinson and key alumni for later in February.  
7. Will have more information to share in March. 

One of our requirements for participation is education. 
This is a requirement of advisory board members and all 
members of MSU House Corporation. 

Since the closure of the chapter just under five years ago, 
the college and fraternal experience has changed. 
Several prestigious chapters with long legacies from 
Cornell to Northwestern, and many in between, have 
been closed. As we bring back the Gamma Psi chapter 
into the fold, all those involved must understand what is 
happening now so we can prepare for our chapter's long-
term survival. We cannot go back to methods used in the 
past. Our university partners are not as tolerant as they 
once were.  

So, as we educate our new undergraduate brothers 
about what it means to be a Sigma Chi, we will do the 
same with those alumni assisting them.  

These mandatory requirements will bring all up to speed 
on Sigma Chi educational programming, general chapter 
requirements, policies and procedures, r itual, 
relationships with our university partners, house 
corporation, risk management policies, and other areas 
of importance. All information on educational and 
training requirements for the alumni will be forthcoming 
in the near future. 

I will share more information in March 2022.

by Grand Praetor, Chris Nyers ’89, Western Michigan

GAMMA PSI RECOLONIZATION UPDATE

CHRIS NYERS  |  WEST MICHIGAN GRAND PRAETOR 1



 

 

House Corp Financial Summary by John Fisher ’86

 SIGMA CHI - IT’S A LIFELONG COMMITMENT

A 20-YEAR REVIEW 
Let’s start with a quick historical perspective of where we have come from.

QUAESTOR’S QUARTER

Along with Denis Wills, House Corp President, I became 
“re-engaged” with Gamma Psi in 2000 when the former 
House Corp was proposing selling 729 E. Grand River. 
They were in a tough spot after taking on additional 
mortgage debt (about $200K) prior to 2000 to finance 
improvements at the property while the property was 
vacant for a year with the hope that the incoming actives 
would take renewed pride in Gamma Psi.  

It did not work. Behavioral issues that lead to destruction 
in the house along with financial strain drove their 
decision to propose selling the house. 

The new House Board asked alumni for loans to support 
Gamma Psi to re-build the chapter and provide liquidity. 
Thank you to the 19 brothers who had faith in us and 
loaned the house a total of $65,000, of which we paid 
back in full (plus interest of 10% on these 18 month 
loans) to everyone who requested repayment and a 
special thanks those brothers who said “thanks for the 
effort, keep it, IHSV”.    
 
In 2001, the bank requested repayment of their loan and 
we were able to re-finance the house with a new 
$300,000 loan from National (Constantine Capital), 
guaranteed by members of House Corp. Dave Sbraccia 
became chapter advisor and was our “Boots on the 
Ground” to re-direct the undergrads, a mission critical 
role he continues to serve today. 

In 2012, House Corp embarked on the largest renovation 
project in our history skippered by Rich Nemesi. The 
$1.5MM project re-configured the room lay-out to meet 
modern living and fire standards, replaced all internal 
mechanical systems including a fire sprinkler system, 
roof, windows, doors and all living areas. The financing of 
the project is detailed below. 

Sigma Chi National rescinded our charter in the summer 
of 2017. The next school year, 2017-18, the undergrads, 
now on alumni status occupied the house giving us little 
time to secure a new tenant.  

We were fortunate to identify Phi Gamma Delta (FIJI) as a 
viable tenant who were in search of a house and entered 
into lease for 4 years with an additional 2-year option. 
The FIJI’s have thrived at 729 with a total in/out member 
count of around 100, truly impressive. This lease meets 
our f inancial needs dur ing our t ime seeking 
recolonization. 

Our current lease with FIJI expires this year in May 2022.  
We are in negotiations to extend to lease for 2 additional 
years. The good news is, FIJI will bring in over 30 new 
actives this year who would live in the house next year.   

They are awaiting an exemption from MSU to allow 
sophomores to live in their house as the university is 
enforcing a policy requiring most 2nd year students to live 
in the dorms. The university will grant exceptions to 
Greek houses, and while FIJI has applied it is still 
awaiting approval. 

Continued on next page

2



House Corp Financial Summary continued.

It is important to understand that financially, any tenant 
needs 30+ live in members to break even and 32-36 to 
live “comfortably” in terms of cash flow. We have 
enjoyed a symbiotic relationship as their membership has 
grown having the house as a marketing tool and 
providing us with a single tenant able to sustain our cash 
flow needs.  

That brings us to our annual recurring cost structure of 
$160,000 minimum per year before reserves for capital 
expenditures. 

Base Expenses Summary: 
Mortgage   $78,000 
Property Tax     24,000 
Insurance – RMF    15,000 
Maintenance     18,000 
Income Taxes     10,000 
Property Management         6,000        
Accounting       5,000 
Homecoming, Alumni      4,000

Our Current mortgage of $815,000 with Case Credit 
Union started out at $1,000,000 5 years ago. The major 
renovation cost $1,500,000 funded with $800,000 in 
pledges from alumni and an additional $700,000 
mortgage added to the existing $300,000 to total $1MM.  

The good news, we have paid it down by almost 
$200,000 in 5 years. We are currently in the process of 
extending the mortgage for an additional 5 years, 15-yr 
amortization at a rate of 4.5% (a 50bp cut to our current 
rate). Our mortgage agreement does not require 
personal guarantees from House Corp members, unlike 
all previous loans that we have been in since 2000. 
Extending the current tenant lease is pivotal to our loan 
extension and terms.  
 
Property taxes have continued to increase and we are 
now required to pay income taxes to the town of East 
Lansing as we are filing taxes as a “For Profit” entity 
since we do not have our own members residing in the 

house. In addition, we are paying state and federal 
income taxes. Tax returns are filed annually by Maner 
Costersian, CPA and partner Trey Williams ’90. They do a 
review of all income in and checks written out of our 
account at Case Credit Union. Any brother is welcome to 
a copy of our annual returns.  
 
Insurance is another major cost. We shop coverage about 
every 2 years and find Risk Management Foundation 
RMF (a division of the National Fraternity) to have the 
most competitive rate. Insurance includes property, 
liability and Director & Officers coverage to cover 
members of the Board.  
 
We have a professional property management service 
that handles all maintenance, repairs and city inspections 
such as fire and kitchen. They work with the tenant to 
insure that all damage is corrected at year-end before 
closing the house for the summer. 

PRESERVER OF THE ASSET 
In my 20+ year involvement as Treasurer with the alumni 
House Corp, I see my role as “Preserver of the Asset”. 
We are fortunate to own the best house at the best 
location at MSU and I pledge to never let our asset fall 
into jeopardy again.   

To insure longevity, we need to insure we have a viable 
tenant. I would love to be involved with a reinvigorated 
Gamma Psi brotherhood who re-occupies 729 E. Grand 
River, but until then, we need to secure our current or 
new tenant. We are working with FIJI to provide any 
documentation the University needs to approve their 
exemption. Currently, 19 Greek organizations have been 
approved with 18 pending, of which FIJI is included.   
  

Gamma Psi has experienced great “highs and lows” in 
the past 20 years. I never knew EB Hill, but I would hope 
he is looking down on us today and saying “The White 
Cross is shining brightly 
on Gamma Psi”.  

Thank you for your trust 
and I look forward to 
serving you and our active 
brothers in the future. 

John Fisher ’86 
House Corp Treasurer John Fisher ‘86
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BEING A SIG IS SPECIAL 
by Order of Constantine, Dr. Don Bertsch ’57  

ONLY A FEW MEN ARE SO HONORED TO WEAR THE WHITE CROSS. 

Being a Sigma Chi is something special. You don’t trade on it. It’s one of those rare things that 
helps shape you and change your life. It effects you forever. 

You need to look at the White Cross in a special way. You need to commit to its ideals and 
how you want to life your life. Wearing the White Cross is special, only a few men are so 
honored.  

Christianity and love is the key. You have a love for the fraternity and your brothers.

I hadn’t given much thought about joining a fraternity. But, when I was an RA at Michigan State’s Shaw Hall, I couldn’t 
help but notice that all the quality guys on my floor were Sigma Chi. They kept trying to have me join. It was because of 
these quality men and their persistence, that I did. Even though I was an active brother for only a couple of years, being 
a Sigma Chi would forever change my life.

I met my wife, Rochelle, while at Michigan State. When I gave her my Sigma Chi pin, we were standing on 
our the front porch. All the brothers marched up to the front steps and sang the song, The Sweetheart of 
Sigma Chi. It was a spectacular ceremony, an honor, for which we both have treasured. Rochelle and I have 
been married for 63 years

I graduated from Michigan State with three degrees: 
• 1957   B.S.   Geology and Biology 
• 1960 Masters              Psychology 
• 1966 PhD  Counseling 

After earning my Masters at MSU, I went to work at Central 
Michigan in the fall of 1960. For years, I would drive from 
Mount Pleasant to East Lansing at nights and on weekends. 
When working full time and studying, it takes a little longer. 
Thus the six year span between my earning my Masters and 
PhD degrees.    

I have been very fortunate in life. I have always enjoyed my 
job and the people I work with. I love helping others. Being 
a Sigma Chi has led to many new opportunities and I am 
forever grateful. 

Continued on next page.

Gamma Psi                Zeta Rho

ORDER OF CONSTANTINE
Donald Bertsch ’57
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While at Central Michigan, in 1964 a group of young men 
were wanting to start a local Sigma Chi chapter. As part of 
the process, to prove their worthiness they started out as 
Chi Sigma. I didn’t know many of the men at Chi Sigma, 
but National asked for my opinion of them.  

National reached out to another Sigma Chi brother, Don 
Kilbourn. He too was a Gamma Psi, from the 40s, and 
would stay with Central Michigan University until his 
retirement. 

I would stay in touch with the Chi Sigs for years. Because 
of their exceptional behavior, the Zeta Rho chapter of 
Sigma Chi was formed in 1967. It was then when I was 
asked if I would be their chapter advisor, their first. 
Without pause, I agreed. 

I remained very active with Sigma Chi for years. I was 
Zeta Rho’s Chapter Advisor for 33 years, until my 
retirement in 2000. It was a very good chapter. We won 
every award that a chapter could win. I always told the 
brothers. “If you screw up and give the Sigma Chi a bad 
name, I am out of here.” 

As part of Sigma Chi’s mission to develop future leaders, I 
was part of their summer training program. It is now called 
Sigma Chi Horizons Huntsman Leadership Summit. 
Horizons is a leadership development experience for 
qualified undergraduate Sigma Chis who wish to improve 
their understanding of leadership as it relates to personal 
development, group dynamics, and intentional efforts to 
make positive change in the world. 

I was the director of the counseling center at Central 
Michigan. Whenever I had a break, I would stop by the 
Student Center. The Sigs always had a table and I would 
interact with them as often as possible. 

Decades later, my brothers nominated me for The Order 
of Constantine. It must have been a pretty good letter. 
Who would have imagined, 40 years after becoming a 
Gamma Psi Sig, I would be honored with the highest 
honor that Sigma Chi bestows upon its members. 

In hoc, 

Donald Bertsch ’57 
Order of Constantine ‘97

Dr. Don Bertsch (MSU ’57) - Order of 
Constantine 216, receives a Grand Consul 
Citation in recognition of 30+ years as 
chapter advisor to the Zeta Rho Chapter at 
Central Michigan University, from Michigan 
Grand Praetor Eric Whipple (CMU ’96).

Grand Praetor, Don Fergle (CMU ’80), 
Presenting Zeta Rho Chapter Advisor Dr. 
Don Bertsch (MSU ’57) with his Constantine 
Sig Certificate.

·~·- . ~\ 
··~.' ' ·-~ 
-i-,.;-s... ,~ _ Zeta Rho Alumni Council 

. mY /Dl!l!ES, 
...l.u..u..l..;~ --s10n0-, 

NO\ember ?.7. ?.000 

Mr. Steve Schenkenberg 
The Magazine or Sigma Chi 

l l inman A,enue 
Evanston. IL 

Dear Sten:. 

POST OFFICE BOX 2381 • FARMINGTON HILLS. Ml 48333-2381 
Email : chippcwasig@gateway.net 

For) our consideration for possible inclusion in the ,\la1,:a:::.ine <fSigma ( 'hi.enclosed is a 
photograph of retiring Chapter Advisor/Constantine Sig. Dr. Donald P. Bertsch ,\fichigan 
Srwe ·5- receiving a Grand Consul Citation from Michigan Grand Praetor Eric Whipple 
( ·entra/ .\lichigw1 '96 at the Zeta Rho Chapter Spring Initiation luncheon held April 15. 
::woo. The Summer ?.000 issue of the ( 'hippe1ra Sig referencing the c, ent is al so included. 

Dr. Bertsch served as advisor to the original chartering grour. Chi Sigma. "hen the) 
became Zeta RJ10 Chapter. the 1471

" chapter of Sigma Chi back in 1967. He remained as an 
ad\'isor to the Chapter up to his retirement in May. ?.000 from Central Michigan Universit). 
"here he "as Director of the Counseling Center. 

Please contact me at 111) ,, ork email address. dj f2tadcx.com i ran) additional information is 
required. 

Fraternal I). 

Donald .J . Ferglc 
Central Michigan ·80 
Publication Ath·isor. Zeta Rho Chapter 

Enclosure 

Order of Constantine nomination packet 
prepared by Don Fergle (CMU ’80)

ORDER OF CONSTANTINE
Donald Bertsch ’57

continued
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I  came from a big city, New York City, and was attending 
Michigan State on a GI Bill. I thought I had it all down 
pat. 

I was elected Consul my sophomore year, largely 
because I was 23 or 24 years old and had served in the 
Army. When I became consul, leading a chapter of young 
men mostly from the central Midwest, I was faced with a 
whole new set of challenges. It was a different culture. It 
was a different way of thinking and change of pace.  

My brothers quickly taught me, I wasn’t as smart as I 
thought I was. They taught me how to be more tolerant. 
They taught me to not be so quick with my judgements. 
They taught me to be a little kinder. 

I remember a particular lesson that I learned. When we 
were going through initiation, one of the pledge 
brothers, John Eaton from Cincinnati, was very much a 
poster boy for Sigma Chi. He had all the qualities 
needed and did everything naturally. He also benefited 
from having a great big brother, Barnie Burke. When we 
were going through pledging, our class was sent out on a 
scavenger hunt. One of the things we were asked to find 
was the Sigma Chi cross. 

When I was in the army I was on the forward observer 
team, responsible for directing artillery and mortar onto a 
target. So naturally, when we were given the assignment 
to find the Sigma Chi Cross, I boldly exclaimed, “If I can’t 
find the white cross, believe me it doesn’t exist!”

IF YOU WANT TO LEARN, LEARN TO LISTEN.  
by Significant Sig, Charles Cioffi, ’61  

BEING A SIG WAS A GREAT EXPERIENCE. IT WAS ONE OF THE MOST WONDERFUL EXPERIENCES IN MY LIFE.

Charles Cioffi, center right. 1959 photograph. Sweetheart of 
Sigma Chi selection committee meeting.

CHARLES BOASTS ABOUT HIS WIFE 
ANNE. 

He shares, “She has made me more kind, gentler, and 
a better listener. She has been my role model for 62 
years.  

We met at MSU. She was a Pi Betta Phi. I gave her my 
pin. She gave me two sons.

CONSUL’S CORNER
Charles Cioffi ’61

Everyone began to laugh out loud. I was humbled.  It was part of my learning experience, to not be so quick to jump so 
conclusion. I learned to pause, to listen a little better. 

In hoc, 

Charles Cioffi '61 
Consul ’59, Significant Sig ‘07 6



 

 

CONSUL’S CORNER
Thomas Morrow ’62

A CONSUL REMEBERS 
by Thomas Morrow, ’62

FOND MEMORIES AS A CONSUL AND GAMMA PSI SIG. 
Our Sweethearts 
Mary Jane (MJ) Watkins was named the International Sweetheart of Sigma Chi. 

The pinning of a girlfriend as a new Sweetheart was a big deal. Every pinning 
meant a ceremony and a serenade on the front steps of the house. Actives 
gathered after dinner in blazer and tie, then sang our song in reasonable harmony. 
A bouquet of white roses followed. 

Housemother 
The presence of a Housemother (“Mom” Webster) produced standards of 
behavior to a rough crowd of undergrads. She demanded respect and got it! 
Dates and girlfriends were required to first meet and/or great “Mom” each time 
they came to the house.

Dinner Meals 
Always well attended. Mom was always escorted by a brother to her chair at the head of the table where grace was said. 
Any conversation Mom deemed inappropriate earned a comment. Looking back, this was a primer in helping transform 
some Dudes into gentlemen. 

The Initiation 
Solemn and moving. All parts were memorized led by Significant Sig Chuck Cioffi. Following the ceremony was a trip to 
Win Schuler’s Marshall, Michigan, for dinner and a tankard or two. Great brotherhood bonding experience. 

Looking Back 
Finally, looking in the rear view mirror, I recall most events, ceremonies and meetings, were always followed by clicking of 
the fingers and the words. “Glad to be a Sig.” I was and I still am! 

In hoc, 

Tom Morrow ’62

E.B. HILL - A SPECIAL TRIBUTE   
There should be a small statue commissioned of “E.B.” Over much of his adult life he forged the foundation 
of the Gamma Psi Chapter. He was a man of integrity; a statesman-like presence… a consummate 
gentleman. When around him, you were at your best. You knew what he expected of a Sig and of you as a 
consul. All Honor To His Name.
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BEING A SIGMA CHI IS A LIFELONG HONOR. 
by George Curis, ’73 

America’s storyteller, Louis L’Amour was quoted as saying, “A knife is sharpened on stone, steel is tempered 
by fire, but men must be sharpened by men.” This certainly applied to my time as our chapter’s consul.

When I was fortunate enough to become Consul, MSU’s entire Greek 
System was struggling. This was at the height of the Vietnam War and 
fraternities were considered pro-establishment, meaning pro War. The 
dormitories were hanging out signs during Rush Week that said, “Go 
Greek, Buy a Friend.”   

During this very difficult time, the true meaning of Brotherhood came 
through at 729 E. Grand River. To help support our very small budget, many 
a dinner was cottage cheese and hot dogs. Never once did a brother 
complain instead directing that energy into Sports or Academics. What 
made our house so strong was how every brother found his niche on what 
he could do to make Sigma Chi better. I was so lucky to have a Pro Consul 
and Quaestor who made me look good. Together the three of us kept the 
house running inside (the brothers) and outside (the Alumni) smoothly.

George with wife, Laura (Alpha Phi)

CONSUL’S CORNER
George Curis ’73

What a great learning experience for me, as Consul, in dealing with Brothers of Different Temperaments, Talents and 
Convictions! It’s what made the White Cross great back then and it is what continues to make the White Cross great 
today. I believe the greatest lesson I learned  as a Sigma Chi, a lesson learned from E.B. Hill, is that Sigma Chi is a 
lifelong Honor. It’s not just something that you observe during your college years.   

Glad I’m a Sig. 

In hoc, 

George M. Curis, ’73 
Consul ’72
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HONORING OUR BROTHERHOOD 
If you are interested in helping create our Spartan Sig Newsletters, there are a number 
of areas where you can contribute, including: research, content development, 
proofreading, creative services, brother outreach, data management, and web site 
management. Please let me know. 

Mike Stout 
Gamma Psi Alumni Communications Chair 
(952) 239-3943 | mstout@i3-Marketing.com
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I was born and raised on a farm outside of Monroe, MI. I was 
taught a strong work ethic early on and was driving tractors 
and working fields at age 12. Through high school and college 
I always held at least two jobs, three during summers. 

I went to MSU to pursue a degree in engineering. I start out 
with calculus, chemistry, computer science and ATL. Big 
mistake. I pull a 1.5 my freshman year and am lost. Soon I 
realized that I was not going to graduate. I was to be the first in 
our bloodline to earn a B.S., but all I did was play racquetball 
and lift free weights. 

A DROPOUT TURNED CONSUL. WTF? 
by Reid Williams, ’75

CONSUL’S CORNER
Reid Williams ’75

Reid with daughter Katie and son-in-law Alexander (far right).

My sophomore year, my friend Scott Essex asked me to rush 
Sigma Chi. I was determined to succeed, I did everything 
asked of me.  

Sigma Chi is a Christian based fraternity and its crest is a 
White Cross and a Norman Shield. There are several stages, 
parables and lessons to be learned during initiation. One of 
the final ones is to go out on campus at night, with a 
flashlight, on the search we have all went on. 

At our initiation ceremony we were charged by the Consul to 
be true, faithful, and high-minded gentlemen. The White 
Cross was placed on our chest. Yay, we were in! 

Soon afterward, we went to a home football game. I sat next 
to pledge-mate Lee Masty and asked if he was successful on 
his quest. Turns out he was. 

I went into shock. I realized my act was only kidding myself 
and I had missed the whole point of initiation. It hit me hard. 
It was the first of two true epiphanies of my life. I’m talking 
tunnel vision, ears ringing, heart pounding, and literally 
struggling to find my way back to the house. 

The first thing I did when I got back to the House was to tell 
Consul Alan Crites that I needed to move in to the House 
ASAP. I had amends to make, not just to the brothers I 
thought I had deceived, but to myself. After a week and a 
half of serious depression where I could not look a brother in 
the eye. I got after it, stripping, sanding, staining, varnishing 
and refinishing all the dining room tables, paneling the 
shower room and elected social chairman.  

I worked 20 hours a week at the Physical Plant, would meet 
our cook Rosa every morning at 6:30 for coffee, then ride my 
bike to punch in at 7:00.  

When it was time to elect a new Consul, Rosa told me, 
“You’re the one. You have to run. This place needs you.” I 
believed her, ran and won. Funny, what a double dose of 
vitamin ‘C’ (confidence) can inspire. When I gave the Charge 
to pledges at Initiation like Joe Chisholm, Mike Green, Matt 
Kraay, Tom Selke, etc. I took it to heart. I didn’t miss a beat 
and felt like Charlton Heston.  

Tom Turk and E.B. Hill said “It’s one of the best I’ve ever 
heard.” 

I was so busy. I learned to study and got my best grades 
making the Dean’s list three times. My Little Brother, Matt 
Kraay said I should call his dad as he was looking to fill a 
position at OCF. I did and I got it.  

Thirty-two years later, at age 54, I retired a multi-millionaire. 
Still with the once used resume my mother typed on 
mimeograph paper. 

My point is, Sigma Chi truly saved my life. I just needed a 
wake-up call and a double dose of confidence, especially 
with study habits. 

We need to find a way to get this message out to 
undergraduates before they give up. Not just to go Sigma 
Chi, but to Go Greek! My daughter is a KD and she can tell 
you about confidence. 

In Hoc, 

Reid Williams ’75 
(425) 736-7427   reidmwilliams@comcast.net
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SIGMA CHI - A GREAT FOUNDATION FOR LIFE. 
by Mark McDaniel, ’77

“Men join fraternities. Leaders of men join Sigma Chi.”- John Wayne 1929 Alpha Upsilon.

While this terminology might not be as inclusive for purposes of today the point is 
Sigma Chi prepared leaders to lead a full range of all people. 

This was true for this young guy from a blue-collar upbringing coming from 
Kalamazoo, Michigan in 1972. My roommate Bob Bryce ‘76 and I decided we 
couldn’t take living in a dorm, so we sought out opportunities in fraternities. I was 
familiar with Sigma Chi at Western Michigan because I had high school friends 
affiliated with it. We rushed and became pledges. That was the moment my life 
changed and unknowingly my long-term future. When I pledged, I was on academic 
probation. You had to achieve a certain grade point to go active. I worked hard 
because I wanted to be a Sig. It worked out.

I had to pay for part of my going to college. When I 
realized there were paying jobs to hold in the house, I 
went all in. I held every position in the house except 
Quaestor (urban planners do not know much about 
finance). This track got me engaged in leadership 
positions. I had mentors who helped me see that I had 
some talent for leading. Bob McMeekin and Reid Perry 
were my most influential active brothers who gave me 
valuable guidance to grow as a leader. 

Dr. E.B. Hill was my ultimate mentor. I sought him out 
anytime I could. He gained respect for me which led him 
to take this unpolished person under his wing. Did he 
ever teach me. Skills I still use today. I cherished that 
relationship. When my dad passed, we found a letter Dr. 
Hill had written to my parents. He told them about the 

respect he had for me and how hard I worked for the 
house and him. He told them that they had raised a 
good son and that I would be a leader someday. I had no 
idea he had written that. 

So, all this led me to becoming a Pro Consul and Consul. 
I served two thirds of the term of Consul when the 
current Consul transferred to another school. Odd way of 
getting there but I loved the role. You realize that you are 
the CEO of a small business very quickly. The chapter 
had to be run like a business. As CEO you had an 
executive team, a large, complicated budget, workers, 
and customers (active brothers and alumni). It prepared 
me well for what was to come in my future professional 
career.

In hoc, 

Mark McDaniel, ‘77

CONSUL’S CORNER
Mark McDaniel ‘77

When I joined there were 30 or so active members. Wearing your letters was not a popular thing. When I left, 
we had over 120 members and everyone was proud to wear those letters. My vision is for Gamma Psi is to 
reclaim Its honor at MSU and once again be proud to wear our letters and be the place where leaders join 
Sigma Chi. The definition of leadership is the ability to create a vision that others see themselves in and are then 
willing to commit themselves to achieving it. Let us bring Gamma Psi back to its honorable place at MSU.
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Later that week he called the Chi Omega house to find 
me. John says he remembered my name because of the 
association with the “good witch” from the Wizard of Oz. 
The rest is history! That was October 11, 1971 and we 
have been together ever since.  

Together we enjoyed so many Greek activities as well as 
football games, intramural sports, serving on our 
individual boards, and making new friends in each other’s 
house. Becoming a “little sister” of Sigma Chi was very 
special. The best part for me was helping out at rush and 
talking with all the brothers and potential new members. 
Being selected Sweetheart of Sigma Chi at the Ball in 
Harbor Springs was an unforgettable experience.  

We like to think our relationship is what eventually made 
Sigma Chi and Chi Omega brother-sister houses. When 
we married in 1973, both of entire houses were invited to 
the party.  

Greek life continued to shape our paths even after we 
graduated. The inspiration we received from the friends 
we made while at MSU strengthened our individual 
career paths. I went on to teach special needs students 
and John went into his family business, eventually 

helping to take English Gardens from a one store 
location to its current six stores in metropolitan Detroit. 
He continues to serve as CEO, successfully guiding the 
business through the recent pandemic. After taking what 
John fondly calls my “23 year sabbatical” to raise our 3 
daughters, I returned to teaching, earned my Masters in 
Special Education, and continued working for the next 20 
years.   

Our love for MSU, Sigma Chi, and Chi Omega certainly 
had an influence on our daughters. They all have fond 
memories of football weekends on campus and at the 
Sigma Chi house where they became friends of the 
brothers’ children. They eventually all attended our 
beloved Alma Mater and joined the Greek system as 
well.  

John and I are so happy our paths crossed that evening 
in October. We continue to be proud Spartans and look 
forward to Sigma Chi’s return to campus. Go Green!  

Glenda Septrion Darin, ’73 
Chi Omega - Xi Gamma Chapter

ALWAYS ASK A SIG FOR DIRECTIONS 

Attending Michigan State University and becoming a member of Greek life 
changed the course of my life’s journey.   

On a fall evening, as a Chi Omega pledge, I was sent to pick up rushees on a 
part of campus of which I was unfamiliar. Being unsure where I was, I saw a 
young man sitting outside on a bench and approached him to ask directions to 
Mason Hall.  

As it turned out, he was waiting outside of Mason for the cafeteria to open so 
that he could guarantee a quiet spot in which to study. (Mason Hall is just 
across Grand River from the Sigma Chi house. He later admitted he never went 
there again). We chatted for a moment and exchanged names. His name was 
John Darin, he was a Sigma Chi. 

SIG SWEETHEARTS
Glenda Septrion Darin ‘73

John and Glenda
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The Significant Sig Award recognizes those alumni 
members whose exemplary achievements in their fields 
of endeavor have brought great honor and prestige to 
the name of Sigma Chi.

Each year, the Order of Constantine recognizes a group of 
Sigma Chi brothers for their commitment, dedication and 
service to the Fraternity. Induction into the Order of 
Constantine is considered to be the highest honor that the 
Sigma Chi Fraternity bestows upon one of its members.

# First Last Graduation Awarded
1 Fred Mitchell 1913 1950
2 Elton Hill 1915 1950
3 Frank Teske 1936 1991
4 Kirke Becker 1948 1948
5 Donald Bertsch 1957 1997

Donald Bertsch ‘57Frank Teske ‘36E.B. Hill ‘15Fred Mitchell ‘13

Order of Constantine

Source: Sigma Chi National - Archives

Ken Way ‘61Charles Cioffi ‘61John Fitzgerald ‘47Fred Meyer ‘46 Thomas Jones ‘58

International Sweethearts
Our fraternity's sweetheart is a member of a sorority on 
campus who represents our chapter. She is a woman who 
shares our values. While the International Sweetheart 
represents the Fraternity on a larger scale. 

# First Last Graduation Awarded
1 Fred Meyer 1946 1979
2 John Fitzgerald 1947 1983
3 Kirke Becker 1948 1952
4 Thomas Jones 1958 2015
5 Charles Cioffi 1961 2007
6 Ken Way 1961 1996
7 Steve Lew* 1961 1993
8 Hap Fry 1963 2017
9 Larry Pilon 1970 2005
*Initiated at MSU. Graduated at Oklahoma State.

Barbara Tanner 
1948 - 1950 

Kappa Alpha Theta

Mary Jane Walker  
1963 - 1965 
Chi Omega

Significant Sigs

Steve Lew ‘61
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Grand Praetor (West Michigan), Chris Nyers, shares, "That is great news. That will be a great 
help to Gamma Psi chapter and all of the chapters in the State of Michigan. Sam McClure, East 
Michigan GP and I are always looking for alumni to help our chapters in various alumni roles.

The decision to join Sigma Chi is a lifelong commitment. Our experiences in college as brothers, now open doors to a 
life of connections to fellow Sigs beyond our alma mater.  

We are excited and energized to create this new Alumni Group. While the impetus to formalize this Group is a result of 
our collective desire to put Gamma Psi back on campus, we acknowledged that many of our brethren have been 
enjoying a special connectedness for some time. 

To give an example – 15 brothers from the classes of 77’ to 79 have 
been enjoying a monthly zoom meeting since 2021. Additionally, 
they met in Montana at the Madison River Ranch, an Orvis 
sponsored fly-fishing resort in 2020 owned in part by brother Scott 
Carver and more recently in Boulder Colorado in October 2021. A 
picture of a number of this esteemed group looking over Boulder 
is included in this newsletter.   

The opportunity is therefore ripe to create a Spartan Sigs Alumni 
Group as a formal venue to rekindle our brotherhood and to foster 
a spirit of loyalty to one another while supporting the welfare of 
Sigma Chi and the future active chapter. 

To all those Spartans who earned the right to wear the White Cross, we ask you to communicate now your desire for 
membership and to provide any thoughts and ideas as we move forward. Details will be forthcoming in future 
newsletters.  

The development of Spartan Sig Alumni Group is being led by Michael Green, ’77.

MICHAEL GREEN   (517) 717-5511    GREENMS4811@GMAIL.COM

It is said, “Those most successful chapters are those having a strong alumni group.”
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Let’s Capture E.B.’s Legacy And His Impact On Gamma Psi.  

If you have memories of E.B., whether it be about how he built the original house at 729, 
how he bailed out the chapter during your tenure, or maybe a life lesson he taught you that 
you still cherish, please share. Perhaps you have a photograph of him, with his wife, or with 
our brothers. 

With your assistance, let’s piece together his history so the next generations of Gamma Psi 
Sigs will appreciate and benefit from his legacy.  

Mike Stout ’83 
mstout@i3-marketing.com | (952) 239-3943

THE TELLING OF THE E.B. HILL STORY   
Elton B. Hill is singularly the most important person in our chapter’s history.  

To understand Gamma Psi of Sigma Chi history one needs to look no further than Elton B. Hill 
(E.B.). He and Gamma Psi trace back to the beginning of the 20th century. From 1912 until the 
day he died (12/11/1980) he was at the forefront of ensuring Gamma Psi survival. 

Elton B. Hill was a man dedicated to three loves in his life; his wife Irene, MSU, and Gamma 
Psi of Sigma Chi. His sixty year involvement with our chapter made an impact and left an 
impression for decades beyond his years.  

In 1950, E.B. was awarded Order of Constantine, Sigma Chi’s greatest honor, recognizing his 
commitment, dedication and service to the Fraternity. The late Past Grand Consul Joseph C. 
Nate often referred to such brothers as the “Eight Founders.”In 1972, he was also the first to 
be awarded the Erwin L. LeClerg Outstanding Chapter Advisor Award for his 31 years 
faithful service. 

E.B.’s impact on Gamma Psi and with the University was so great, that we are collaborating with the University to capture 
his work, to give him the tribute that he is deserving. We need your help.

ELTON B. HILL
A Tribute In The Making.

“A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture, 
is like a tree without roots.” 

Marcus Garvey

E.B. Hill ‘15

HELP US TELL THE STORY OF E.B. HILL
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If you know of a missing Consul’s email, please share.

CONSULS 
CORNER 

SCORECARD 
    50s   1 
    60s   1 
    70s   4 
    80s   4 
    90s   0 
    00s   0 
    10s   0 
    20s   0
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