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DECEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER

A HIGHER STANDARD 
Because of those activities which led to our chapter’s suspension, pressures on 
the Greek system across the country, the recent tragic loss of a 21-year-old 
Michigan State student, Sigma Chi’s leading national status, and our prominent 
location on Grand Avenue, there will be a lot of eyes on us. We will be held to a 
higher standard.

GAMMA PSI CHARTER UDPATE 
We look forward to our beautiful white cross 
once again being pridefully displayed on the 
front of our house, as it has always been on 
our breast. 

It was the spring of 2017 when our chapter’s 
charter was suspended. We are optimistic that 
we will be given permission to rush next fall, 
ending what will be a five year pause from the 
campus of MSU.  

Our contact with Sigma Chi National is Grand 
Praetor, Chris Nyers. Sigma Chi 
national expects to submit 
our application to reinstate 
t o M i c h i g a n S t a t e ’s 
Interfraternity Council (IFC) 
at the beginning of next 
semester.  We look forward 
to provid ing you with a 
detailed update about the transition plan and 
timing, and what more we can do to assist.

GREEK LIFE UNDER PRESSURE 
Many of you know, the Greek life is under 
considerable pressure on campuses across the 
country.  

Just a few weeks ago,  MSU made national 
news due to a 21-year-old student’s death. 
The cause of death won’t be 
determined until toxicology 
results are completed, but a 
p re l i m i n a r y i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t a l c o h o l 
consumption played a factor.  

The death occurred one day 
after he joined Pi Alpha Phi. 
When first responders arrived, they found 
three others passed out. They were taken to 
Sparrow Hospital in Lansing, where they were 
treated and released. 

D e s p i t e re c e n t e v e n t s , w e e x p e c t 
reinstatement of our chapter will still be 
granted.  
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As we bid farewell to yet another year, I wish all my brothers a joyous 2022 and may the spirit of 
Sigma Chi forever shine bright and live in you. 

Gamma Psi House Corp President 
(248) 770-3457 | dwills@borgwarner.com

We understand and accept the challenge. We will hold ourselves and future brothers to a higher 
standard, The Jordan Standard. Our work and activities will be exemplary. 

While we wait to hear from National about our reinstatement and learn about the 
transition plan, one of our priorities is to reconnect and promote our chapter’s 
brotherhood. We believe the strongest and most successful chapters are those 
having the support of a large, engaged, and supportive alumni group.  

With that in mid, beginning with this newsletter we will be featuring for the first time:

SPARTAN SIG GAMMA PSI OF SIGMA CHI 
DECEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER

ALL HONOR TO HIS NAME   
It is inevitable that we must say goodbye to 
our brothers. In this section we wish to give 
tribute to those who have recently passed. Or, 
maybe there is someone from a while ago 
that you would like to share their story. 

Our first featured brother is Paul Neils. He 
unexpectedly passed December 6, 2021. All 
honor to his name.

CONSUL’S CORNER  
This is where our past chapter leaders share 
lessons learned, tell about those lifelong 
friendships made, and how their experience with 
Sigma Chi shaped their lives. We hope that our 
future brothers will learn from their experience and 
that it will benefit our chapter. 

In the following pages you will hear from: Tom 
Chandler ’83, Kerry Hunt, ’82, and Matt Mars, 83’ 

If you are a past Consul, we welcome the 
opportunity to share your thoughts. If you know of 
another, please reach out to them and ask that 
they contribute.
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Why Sigma Chi in 2022?  
by Tom Chandler ‘83  

For me, John Cougar said it best, "I lived in a small town" that evolved to a life broadening 
experience at MSU!  I certainly didn't aspire to be Consul, but I had thrived as an undergrad and 
wanted to do more. At that time, I don't think our chapter knew exactly what it wanted to 
be. However, we figured out that by working with local and older alumni, we'd hear the best stories 
and enjoy a camaraderie that many students won't get from college!

CONSUL’S CORNER

We regrouped to include alums at pre-game 
events and we paid more attention to their 
feedback at chapter meetings. The chapter 
house needed help in 1982. We also need help 
with rushing more effectively and providing 
pledgeships that were purposeful.  

I learned quickly that a brotherhood had to 
perform like a business and get involved at the 
community. Our giving back was an expectation 
of un ivers i ty o ff i c ia l s and S igma Chi 
headquarters. 

Ultimately, in 1982 with a full house of 56 
brothers and another 35 around campus, we 
were in better financial shape. Our emphasis in 
full participation led to a totally refreshed 
interior, kitchen, and chapter. 

The best part was that a group of well rounded 
guys were participating from around the 
country. Where else could you enjoy the ideals 
of Sigma Chi and a bond of brotherhood that 
would be so fulfilling in those four years and still 
to this day?

Recently, I witnessed about 40 brothers on a 
Zoom call, thinking of any next medical steps 
and praying for Jim Kutil's (Pro-Consul 1980-81) 
very difficult recovery. I was moved back into 
college with guys that truly give a shit, just as I 
remembered.  

Let's embrace the Gamma Psi chapter once 
again. Of course, it will take significant effort to 
find the undergrads and then the leaders who 
will fully embrace the values of Sigma Chi that 
extends to our founders of 1855 in the Miami 
Triad. It's time. 

Go Green and In Hoc forever, 

Tom Chandler 83' 
(317)-439-4446 
tomchandlerjr@icloud.com

mailto:tomchandlerjr@icloud.com


 

4

The Big House  
by Kerry Hunt ‘82 

Many people would say their college years were the best years of their lives. I agree, and the best 
parts of my college years were spent in a big house on Grand River. I initially rushed because the best 
intramural sports were in the Greek system. I was excited to meet a bunch of guys who shared my 
enthusiasm. I only rushed one house but I knew I would be happy around the guys I met at Sigma Chi. 
I have great memories of playing football, softball, hockey, broom ball and bowling with my brothers. I 
even did a little “coaching” of the basketball team. 

While being a pledge was challenging, it was a shared experience with some great guys. And who 
doesn’t love a challenge anyway. With some teamwork, help and advice from our big brothers, and 
keeping a low profile, we made it. Initiation week brings back some vivid memories and all of them are 
good.

CONSUL’S CORNER

The fraternity stands for a lot of good values. 
Not that we always lived up to them but they 
were there to remind us of how to be good 
people and good citizens. People of different 
temperaments, talents and convictions coming 
together in the spirit of friendship and 
cooperation. Our country could use a lot more 
of that today. I still occasionally think about Rosa 
and Dr. And Mrs. Hill. I hope we brought joy to 
their lives. 

While I live in North Carolina now, I don’t get a 
chance to see many brothers. I’ve made a few 
homecomings and it was well worth the trip to 
see some of my old friends. I would give 
anything to turn back the clock and be at the 
Sigma Chi house with all of the brothers that I 
was privileged to share my most fond memories 
with.  

I must also mention that I’m still married to Louise the KD I met on a blind date at a formal KD party. 
Special thanks to; Mark Stout and Brian Hoban who got me to go to rush, Roger Lajeunesse my big 
brother, and Mark Purcell who set me up with Louise. Until we meet again… 

In hoc, 

Kerry Hunt  
Class of ’82
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Sigma Chi - A Great Foundation for Life 
by Matt Mars ’83 

When I reflect back on my time at Michigan State I truly believe that I learned more at Sigma Chi than I 
did at our beloved MSU. The principles and ideas of Sigma Chi are a great foundation for how we live 
our lives. It was an honor and privilege being Consul of Gamma Psi of Sigma Chi. I have fond 
memories of this great chapter and the brothers that made the best fraternity at Michigan State.  

The Sigma Chi Creed, expresses the beliefs and ideals of all members of Sigma Chi. It is a statement 
of what we believe our code of conduct should be and how we should lead our lives.  

The purpose of the Creed, however, as stated by its author George Ade, is "not [to] restrain a brother 
from being a free agent and a lively comrade" but instead lays down some basic goals that can be 
attained: 
• Live a life of fairness, decency and good manners - What comes around goes around. 
• The Spirit of Youth - Never stop learning. 
• The Bond is Reciprocal - Treat others the way you would like to be treated. 
• Build and Conduct Myself with Dignity and Respect to Others - Build your brand. 

What a wonderful way to live your life.

CONSUL’S CORNER

The Spirit of Sigma Chi, as conceived by the Founders more than 
140 years ago, remains visible and alive today. It is based on the 
belief that endearing  friendships can be maintained without 
surrendering the principle of individuality or sacrificing one's 
personal judgment. In fact it is often those differences in 
temperaments, talents, and convictions that serve to strengthen 
those friendships and our brotherhood. 

I wish we all could live by these great words. 

The Jordan Standard, as declared by founding member Isaac M. 
Jordan, is the general standard for which we judge whether a man 
is worthy of entrance into our brotherhood. These traits about 
character, ambition, honor, and personal responsibility, are what I 
have sought to model my life after. 

Thank You to all my brothers who shaped me into the person I am today. 

In Hoc, 
Matthew Mars                                                                                                                                    
Gamma Psi of Sigma Chi Consul 1983
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Paul, a patent attorney and resident of Fairfax Station, VA, died unexpectedly at the age of 62 in his 
home.  

Paul is survived by his parents, Sally and Fred Neils; his wife, Peggy Neils; his children, Colin and Drew; 
his daughter-in-law, Jackie Neils; his granddaughter Vivian Neils and his future grandson; his brothers 
Tom Neils (Stephanie) and Eric Neils (Pauline).  

Paul was born on October 4th, 1959 in Allegan, Michigan to 
Sally and Fred Neils. He graduated from Allegan High School 
in 1978. He then graduated from Michigan State University in 
1982 with a degree in Mechanical Engineering and then 
graduated Law School in 1989 from The Columbus School of 
Law, Catholic University of America. He began his career at 
the Patent Trademark Office before he joined the private law 
firm Sughrue Mion and worked his way up to Partner. After 
this, Paul was with Akerman Senterfitt's Intellectual Property 
Practice. He would then go off and start his own law firm with 
Jean Edwards, Edwards Neils LLC.  

In 1983 he married his college sweetheart Peggy, a fellow 
Spartan. He then welcomed his two handsome sons, Colin 
and Drew, who were the most important part of his life.  

Paul was a devoted husband, loving son, caring father, and avid nature lover. He enjoyed long walks 
through the neighborhood and taking bicycle rides with Peggy down to Burke Lake Park and riding 
down Gulf Shore Blvd. in Naples, FL where Paul and Peggy vacationed. Paul enjoyed tending to his 
many bird feeders in the backyard and watching all the various types of bird species interact in front of 
his eyes. Paul also had multiple Bonsai plants in the house and on their deck that he loved to water 
and care for in his free time.  Paul was a skillful handyman and would routinely fix small issues around 
the house when they would come up. He prided himself on being a problem-solver and being able to 
resolve challenges without asking for help or someone else to fix it.  

Paul was a very religious man, he attended Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church and was an active 
parishioner in the Church. Every night before Colin and Drew would fall asleep growing up, Paul would 
go into their bedrooms and say their Prayers and kiss them goodnight. He will be deeply missed by his 
family, friends, and all who knew him.  

All Honor To His Name.

ALL HONOR TO HIS NAME 
-  PAUL NEILS, ’82  -


